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Front page advert for the NS in 
Leeds Mercury, 

11th November 1837.



Left to Right: William Hill(‘s house), Feargus O’Connor, and Joshua Hobson





▪ Northern Star
▪ 18th June 1842 p. 5.

Adverts



Advert for 
Welch’s Female 
Pills

Northern Star, 7th May 1842 p. 5



▪ 18th January 1841 p. 5



▪ 30th October 1847
p. 4.



Leeds’, NS 06/05/1843, p. 3.

‘RINGING THE CHANGES’--On Tuesday last, a man 
named Thos. Good (who had been remanded from 
Monday) was placed before the magistrates at the Court 
House, on a charge of attempting to defraud various 
tradespeople, by the old trick of asking for change for 
half-a-crown, and on two shillings and a sixpence being 
given to him, suddenly throwing, or appearing to throw, 
the money down again, and requesting to be favoured 
with all sixpences. This trick he had tried in several 
instances, but in none of them he succeeded, our Leeds 
people being fortunately ‘too far north’ for the trickster. 
[A]nd he ultimately got into the hands of policeman 
Ourthwaite.

CONVICTION UNDER THE CHIMNEY 
SWEEPERS’ ACT.--On Tuesday last, Wm. Holgate, 
chimney-sweeper, residing in Cryer’s Yard, North Town 
End, Leeds, was charged before Messrs Goodman and 
Pawson, at the Court House, with having employed a lad 
under twenty-one years of age in sweeping a chimney.

Local and General Intelligence





Literary 
reviews 
and 
reprints

Feb. 16, 1839, page 7



An editorial 
warning - 
780 words 
long!

‘We regret’, NS, 
28/08/1841, p. 4.



Readers and 
Correspondents

‘Mr. O’Connor’, NS, 10/07/1841, p. 4.



▪ Northern Star, 

▪ 8th January 1842, p. 4.

▪ Note - ‘blacking’ refers 
to shoe polish in 19thC 
english



15th May 1843, p. 5

Chartist births, 
deaths, and 
marriages 



Obituary to 
Wm Hill’s father
18th February 1843, p. 5.



W. E. Adams, Memoirs of an 
Atom (1903) p. 164.

“Larry made his appearance every Sunday morning, as 
regular as clockwork, with a copy of the Northern Star, 
damp from the press, for the purpose of hearing some 
member of our household read out to him and others 
‘Feargus' [O’Connor's] letter.’ … [T]he paper had first to be 
dried before the fire, and then carefully and evenly cut, so 
as not to damage a single line of the almost sacred 
production. ”



Feargus’
 letter

To the Imperial 
Chartists
Oct. 14, 1843, page 1 →

←Fustian Jackets, 
Blistered Hands, and 
Unshorn Chins
May 16, 1840, page 6



Poetry 
column

July 16, 1842, 
page 3.

Oct. 14, 1843, page 3.



Fabrice Bensimon, Artisans 
Abroad (2023), p. 212
▪“The workers divide their attention between their work and the 
reading of the English Chartist newspaper done by one of their 
comrades who is paid by them to do this. These men, who have 
left their country [...] seem to attach a religious significance to this 
piece of paper that comes from their country.” 

▪“Not a single syllable is uttered" except for a reader with "[...] a 
powerful voice which seems to borrow its notes from the voice of a 
locomotive, declaims to his fellow-workers, all of them being fervid 
Chartists, the content of the gigantic newspaper from the date to 
the name of the publisher.”



Chartist 
Intelligence

Reports of meetings 
could be VERY 
detailed!

 ‘Great West Riding Meeting’, NS, 
25/5/1839, p. 1.



Chartist Leeds

Central Library, Leeds, 1844 
Kirkgate Ward map, by J.F. 
Masser




